Alumni Activities
Bernstein and Knox receive distinguished service awards

T

he Law School Association presented its
highest honor, the Distinguished Service
Scroll Award, to B.J. Bernstein (J.D.’87)
and Ruth A. Knox (J.D.’78) in June.
The award is given annually to individuals whose dedication and service to the legal
profession and the law school deserves special recognition. The awards were presented
during the LSA’s annual breakfast held in
conjunction with the State Bar of Georgia’s
Annual Meeting.
Bernstein’s award was presented by School
of Law Associate Dean Paul M. Kurtz, who
also used to be one of Bernstein’s law professors. “I’m proud to say that while I began
her education in criminal law a long time
ago, she has spent 20 years since her graduation teaching me and others how to practice
criminal law,” Kurtz said.
Upon receiving the award, Bernstein
talked about her decision to attend the
School of Law, the community that still
exists today among Georgia Law graduates
and how much that community of support
means to her personally. She shared a quote
to sum up what the law school means to
her saying, “Individuals can resist injustice
but only a community can do justice.” She
also said she was “very humbled” to receive
the award. “This means a great deal to me,”
Bernstein added.
In 1984, Bernstein graduated from Emory
University with a bachelor’s degree in history. She then attended Georgia Law where
she served as chief justice of the Honor
Court and as research editor of the Georgia
Journal of International and Comparative
Law, graduating in 1987.
Bernstein went on to serve as an assistant district attorney in the Piedmont and
Gwinnett judicial circuits for six years before
entering private practice. Currently, she is a
criminal defense lawyer with her own law
office, The Bernstein Firm.
As an attorney, Bernstein has handled a
number of high profile cases. She has represented Genarlow Wilson, the rapper DaBrat
and one of the Gold Club defendants. She
also assisted in the Marcus Dixon case.
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“I’m proud to say that
while I began [B.J.'s]
education in criminal
law a long time ago,
she has spent 20 years
since her graduation
teaching me and
others how to practice
criminal law.”
– Award presenter and Associate Dean Paul Kurtz

Her many accomplishments include
being recognized in Atlanta Magazine’s
Super Lawyer Issue as one of the top 100
lawyers in Georgia and as one of the top 50
female lawyers in Georgia. She has also been
named in Georgia Trend’s Legal Elite List
and its “40 under 40” list in 2001. Bernstein
regularly provides commentary for the
media on legal issues and has appeared on
CNN, CNN International, FOX News,
MSNBC, CBS, ABC, NBC,
NPR and Court TV.
Bernstein is active in
many legal organizations and has served
as a member of the
law school’s Board
of Visitors. She
B.J. Bernstein (J.D.’87)
smiles with Associate
Dean Paul Kurtz
after receiving the
Distinguished Service
Scroll Award.

says philanthropy is a huge part of her life,
and her newest endeavor is the founding
and launching of “My5th,” a nonprofit
organization devoted to informing youth
under the age of 21 about what laws apply
to them.
Fellow Georgia Law alumnus and lifelong
friend William D. “Bill” Barwick (J.D.’74)
presented Knox her award with “great personal pride and happiness,” saying “[Ruth]
is one of those great and true people who
believes in giving back to the community.
... It seems as though she was destined for
an excellent and wonderful and prosperous
career in the practice of law.”
Knox said she was grateful to past winners
of this award for their “inspiring examples of
leadership and service” and is “thrilled and
deeply honored” to receive this award from
the LSA. “I am truly in awe of the distinguished company of previous recipients,” she
said. She also thanked those present for their
service to the profession and to the public
and for the examples they set for young
people
throughout the
state.
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“[Ruth] is one of those
great and true
people who believes
in giving back to the
community. ... It seems
as though she was
Distinguished Service Scroll recipient Ruth Knox (J.D.’78) was presented with her award by fellow Georgia Law alumnus and lifelong friend Bill Barwick (J.D.’74).

Knox graduated magna cum laude from
Wesleyan College in 1975 with a bachelor’s
degree in English. She went on to attend
Georgia Law, where she graduated magna
cum laude in 1978, served as a notes editor
of the Georgia Law Review and was inducted
into the Order of the Coif.
After graduating, Knox began working for
Kutak Rock, a national law firm specializing
in commercial real estate and public finance
transactions. She worked there as both an
associate and partner until opening her own
practice in 1990. During this time, Knox
continued her real estate specialty while
expanding into estate planning and corporate work.
Over the years, Knox maintained her
connection to Wesleyan College. She served
on the Board of Managers of the Alumnae
Association for nine years, three of those as
president, and then from 1990 to 1993 she
chaired the Alumnae Campaign to fund pro-
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fessorial positions to advance the academic
program of the college. In 1993, she was
named a member of the Board of Trustees
and became its chairman in 1994, a role she
held until 2002 when she was appointed
acting president of the college. Knox became
the 24th president of Wesleyan in January
2003 and was the first alumna in the history
of the college to hold that position. That
same year, she was also awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws from Ulyanovsk State
University in Ulyanovsk, Russia.
Despite her busy schedule, Knox has
remained involved in her local community
through a wide variety of civic and volunteer
opportunities. She is a member of the Rotary
Club of Macon, serves on numerous professional and regional community boards and
serves on several national boards. She has also
served on the law school’s Board of Visitors.
Recently, Knox was named to Georgia Trend’s
“100 Most Influential Georgians” list.

destined for an excellent
and wonderful and
prosperous career in
the practice of law.”
– Award presenter Bill Barwick (J.D.’74)
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Building on the Momentum

2007-08 Board of Visitors members are: (l. to r.) Kay
Deming (J.D.’78), Julie Lumpkin (J.D.’90), Chair Mike
Bowers (J.D.’74), Elsie Dunlap Henderson (J.D.’76),
Jim Ellington (J.D.’87), Kevin Gooch (J.D.’04) and
Jim Butler (J.D.’77). Not pictured are: Kathelen Amos
(J.D.’82), Roy Barnes (J.D.’72) and Ed Garland
(LL.B.’65).

A letter to alumni from the Board of Visitors

M

any of you are aware that the university’s Archway to Excellence capital
campaign will come to a close on June 30.
The School of Law has had a very successful effort, raising more than $19 million
to date. (The school’s stated goal was $17
million.) These important dollars will primarily be used for student scholarships and
faculty support.
In today’s educational environment, fundraising is growing more critical by the day,
especially for schools that are thought of as
state funded. Increasingly, all levels of government are facing more and more demand
for limited tax dollars. Thus, many schools
must aggressively seek private funding, and

our law school is one of them.
Money is needed to keep our law school
from merely just maintaining the status quo
or, worse yet, from falling behind (remember, a large majority of other law schools
are currently making fundraising a priority
as well).
We are fortunate that large strides have
been made in this area in recent years under
the auspices of the Archway to Excellence
campaign. Through the efforts of Dean
Rebecca H. White, the members of the
Capital Campaign Committee, the Law
School Association Council and Board of
Visitors, and the school’s development staff,
dollars have been raised for Georgia Law to
continue to attract a quality student body by
having more scholarship funds, providing
various study and work abroad opportunities, fostering a strong advocacy program
and aiding our student journals, just to
name a few.
Additionally, contributions to the law
school have been used to recruit and retain
an outstanding corps of professors who want
to excel in the classroom and as scholars. We
all want to learn from those who are at the
top of their field, and money to recruit outstanding faculty aids this goal. Furthermore,
having an engaged faculty helps to attract
the best students just as much as having a
top notch student body is very inviting to

the best professors.
Donating your hard earned dollars to the
School of Law is a very worthwhile investment for each and every one of you. It is
difficult not to be proud of being a Georgia
Law graduate when the school announces
that it has added another stellar faculty
member specializing in a dynamic, new legal
field or that one of its faculty has received
UGA’s highest teaching honor or that it has
once again captured a national moot court
or mock trial championship. For these very
reasons, and because your professional success can be traced back to the education you
received in Athens, you need to make our
law school a part of, if not a priority in, your
charitable giving each year.
While the Archway to Excellence campaign may be coming to a close, the need
to remember the law school in your future
philanthropic plans continues. We need to
build on the momentum of the past few
years and help our alma mater build on its
successes; educate the next generation of
leaders for our state, region and country;
and continue to be counted among our
nation’s finest public law schools.
Sincerely,
Michael J. Bowers (J.D.’74)
2007-08 Board of Visitors Chair

Meet the 2007-08 Law School Association Council

2007-08 LSAC members are: (back, l. to r.) District 1Representative Dan Snipes
(J.D.’95), President-elect Henry Tharpe (J.D.’74), Treasurer Greg Sowell (J.D.’83),
District 2 Representative Charlie Peeler (J.D.’99), Secretary David Bell (J.D.’77),
(front, l. to r.) President Steve Gilliam (J.D.’74), At-large State Representative Wade
Herring (J.D.’83), At-large State Representative George Carley (LL.B.’62), District 10
Representative Sherry Jackson (J.D.’87), District 3 Representative Alan Rothschild
(J.D.’85) and At-large State Representative Phaedra Parks (J.D.’98).
Not pictured: Immediate Past-president Eleanor Banister (J.D.’80), District 9
Representative Alan Cohn (J.D.’71), District 6 Representative Alex Crumbley
(J.D.’66), District 5 Representative Santhia Curtis (J.D.’91), District 7 Representative
Jennifer Auer Jordan (J.D.’01), At-large Out-of-state Representative Nathaniel Lee
(J.D.’82), District 4 Representative J. Tom Morgan (J.D.’80), At-large Out-of-state
Representative Michael Sharp (J.D.’91), District 8 Representative Verna Smith
(J.D.’87) and At-large State Representative Susan Jump Wilson (J.D.’89).

34

Advocate

Fall 2007/Winter 2008

Alumni Activities

LAW SCHOOL LIFE

Dean’s Business Roundtable

JHLS Reception

Students met with alumna Susan
Lanigan (J.D.’88) during a Dean’s
Business Roundtable, a new program designed to give current law
students the opportunity to interact
with alumni who have used their
legal education in the business
world. Participants included: (l. to
r.) third-year student Femi Obadina,
second-year student Collier McRae,
Lanigan, and second-year students
Tate Keenan and Esther Hong.

Gathering in the Rotunda for the Joseph
Henry Lumpkin Society (annual donors
of $1,000 or more) Champagne and
Strawberries Reception are: (l. to r.) Jim
Jordan (J.D.’88) and Mike (J.D.’74) and
Bette Rose Bowers.

Marshall Portrait Unveiling
At the unveiling of the
late Georgia Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Thomas Marshall’s
(LL.B.’48) portrait are:
(l. to r.) his widow Angie
Fitts Marshall, grandson
Spence Pryor (J.D.’99)
and former U.S. Attorney
General and U.S. Court
of Appeals Judge Griffin
Bell, a lifelong friend who
served as guest speaker.

State Bar of Georgia
Annual Meeting
Enjoying the
State Bar of Georgia
Annual Meeting
alumni cocktail reception are: (l. to r.)
Greg Sowell (J.D.’83),
Brad Marsh (J.D.’84),
Michele and Jim
(J.D.’87) Ellington
and Henry Tharpe
(J.D.’74).

▼

Swearing-In Ceremony
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▼

Briant Mildenhall (J.D.’07) (right) celebrates with his
wife Katie and their daughter Rosie at the reception
following the Swearing-In Ceremony for graduates
of the Class of 2007, which took place in October at
the State Bar of Georgia’s Atlanta headquarters and
was administered by Doris Downs (J.D.‘81).

Pausing from their conversation for a
quick photo during the reception are:
James Bodiford, Lark Ingram (J.D.’78),
Steve Schuster (J.D.’76) and Mary Staley
(J.D.’78).
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Homecoming

WEEKEND 2007

The School of Law had another large crowd at this year’s 17th Annual Homecoming BBQ. Alumni, family and friends filled the North
Campus quad in front of the law school and enjoyed the November morning seeing old acquaintances and making new friends. They then
cheered the Bulldogs to a 44-34 victory over Troy University. Thanks to everyone who made this year’s event such a success.

▼

▼

Lisa Godbey Wood (J.D.’90) (left, center) celebrates Homecoming with her family – (l. to r.) son
Lachlan, husband Richard, daughter Katherine,
father Edsel and mother Sue.

The crowd was entertained with live music from
the alumni band “Strung Jury – Legends in Their Spare
Time,” making their 17th appearance at the annual
Homecoming BBQ. Pictured are: Timothy Herring
(J.D.’85) (left), Dennis Helmreich (J.D.’86) (center) and
Gregory Gronholm (J.D.’85).

▼

Mia Passantino, daughter of
Alexander (J.D.’96) and Kristin
Passantino, cheers for her favorite
team, the Georgia Bulldogs.
“Gooooooooo Dawgs. Sic ‘em.
Woof, Woof, Woof.”

▼

Bisa Ajanaku (J.D.’06)
and Gino Brogdon take in the
sights while relaxing on a
bench in front of Hirsch
Hall.

▼

Enjoying the BBQ are: (l. to r.) Leonard Scarboro, Gwen Wood
(former assistant to the dean and director of alumni programs for the law
school), Becky Scarboro, Dean Emeritus Ralph Beaird, Jack Welsh, Carol
Welsh and Barry Wood.
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▼

Posing for a photo are: (l. to r.) Jim (J.D.’74) and Laura Poe and
Bridget (J.D.’80) and Mike (J.D.’80) Bagley.

Graduates
from the Class of
1972 gathered
at the Lumpkin
House during
Homecoming
weekend. Photo
courtesy of The
Picture Man.

▼

Reunions

▼

On campus for their 35th reunion are 1972 classmates: (l. to r.) Tyler
Dixon, Tom Hodges and Ronnie Rentz.

▼

Graduates from the Class of 1977 pose for a photo in the law school’s
Rotunda with Dean Rebecca White (front, left) and Associate Dean Paul
Kurtz (front, center).

▼ Second-year law student Erin Reeves helps out during the festivities at
the temporary face-tattoo station.

▼

Above, (l. to r.) current third-year student Jennifer and M.J. (J.D.’06)
Blakely join Steve Gilliam (J.D.’74), his son Steven Jr. and his wife Susan
for a quick picture.

▼

Taking a moment
from their conversation are: (l. to r.) Josh
McKoon, Caroline
Castle (J.D.’04),
Hosch Professor
Anne Proffitt Dupre
(J.D.’88), B.J.
Bernstein (J.D.’87)
and Anne’s husband
Bill (back row).

Fall 2007/Winter 2008

Alumni Activities
Development Report

W

hat motivates someone to make a significant gift to the law
school? As you can imagine, behind every gift the law school
has received, there is a story. It is not unusual for that story to unfold
over weeks, months or even years.
In this column, the School of Law has the opportunity to publicly
acknowledge the generosity of its alumni and friends and to provide
some of the background as to how these gifts came about. Let me tell
you about two such gifts the school received recently.
For those of you who remember W. Seaborn “Seab” Ashley Jr.
(J.D.’73), you will recall at first his smile followed quickly by his
friendly handshake. Sadly, Seab succumbed to cancer in 2001. A
memorial scholarship fund was established at the law school in his
honor in 2006. Just this past fall, the law school learned of a very
generous estate gift to the William Seaborn Ashley, Jr., Endowed Law
Scholarship Fund, which will make this scholarship one of our largest
scholarship funds.
Laura and Richard Jack are both members of the Georgia Law
Class of 1984 and have lived and worked in Athens since their graduation from law school. For both of them, law is a second career, and
one they both have enjoyed. Laura and Richard informed the law

school recently that it has been named the beneficiary of a generous
life insurance policy.
We are appreciative of the significant commitment these gifts
represent on behalf of these donors and of the impact these gifts will
have on the school’s drive to reach its full potential.
Support to the law school comes in different sizes, and we want
to be sure you know the school appreciates all of the gifts we receive.
Private support is indispensable to the school.
We would like to also tell you about the newest member of the
law school’s development team – Trina Steele Olidge (J.D.’97). Trina
joins the school as our major gifts officer (replacing Kittie Abell, who
took another position in Atlanta this past summer). Trina will be
based in Atlanta and will work with alumni and friends to grow the
private resources available to the law school. Please extend a warm
welcome to Trina when she calls upon you.
In closing, thank you again for the support you have given to the
law school this past year. It is apparent that our alumni think about
the positive impact Georgia Law has had on their lives and give back
to the school accordingly.
- Director of Development Anne S. Moser

Class Notes
Class Notes items listed were received between April 3, 2007, and Nov.1, 2007. Information received after Nov. 1 will appear in the next Advocate.

1940 - 1959

Fred L. Belcher (1947) of Nashville, GA, celebrated his 60th wedding anniversary with his
wife Suzanne Smith Belcher on Oct. 5, 2007.
Additionally, he was honored by having the
Fred L. Belcher Bridge in Berrien County dedicated on Sept. 22, 2007. William H. Jordan
Jr. (1952) of Atlanta,
GA, became the chairman of the State Ethics
Commission. Charles J.
Driebe (1958) of Atlanta,
GA, was awarded the
State Bar of Georgia’s
Tradition of Excellence
Award in the general
practice section. Norman S. Fletcher (1958) of
Rome, GA, was elected chairman of the Arch
Foundation Board of Trustees for the University
of Georgia.

1960s

Emmet J. Bondurant II (1960) of Atlanta,
GA, was featured in the “After Hours” section
of the Fulton County Daily Report for assisting in presenting the Southeast Region AntiDefamation League Jurisprudence Award. Gary
B. Blasingame (1961) of Athens, GA, was
38
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listed in the 2008 edition of The Best Lawyers
in America. Earl T. Leonard Jr. (1961) of
Atlanta, GA, received the Dean’s Distinguished
Service Award from the UGA’s Terry College of
Business. George H. Carley (1962) of Decatur,
GA, was awarded the Distinguished Judicial
Service Award by the State Bar of Georgia’s
Young Lawyers Division. Sidney F. Wheeler
(1962) of Atlanta, GA, was inducted as a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers.
Charles H. Brown (1963) of Statesboro, GA,
was inducted as a fellow of the American College
of Trial Lawyers. Lawrence C. Walker Jr. (1965)
of Perry, GA, was appointed to the board of
the Georgia Department of Transportation.
George H. Kreeger (1966) of Kennesaw, GA,
received the Chief Justice Thomas O. Marshall
Professionalism Award from the State Bar of
Georgia’s Bench and Bar Committee. C. David
Butler (1967) of Atlanta, GA, received the
Atlanta Bar Association’s Charles E. Watkins Jr.
Award. H. Sanders Carter Jr. (1967) of Stone
Mountain, GA, joined Smith Moore as part
of a consolidation between Smith Moore and
Carter & Ansley. Clayton H. Farnham (1967)
of Atlanta, GA, was listed in the 2008 “Who’s
Who in Law & Accounting” published by the
Atlanta Business Chronicle. E. Davison Burch

(1968) of Athens, GA, was listed in the 2008
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. E. Lloyd
Sutter (1968) of Calhoun, GA, retired from the
active practice of law as a partner with King &
Spalding in December 1994 and, more recently,
retired as a deacon of the Catholic Church in
March 2007.

1970 - 1974

Robert Benham (1970) of Cartersville, GA,
was honored by the Gate City Bar Association,
which named its law camp for high school students after him. Additionally, he was selected
to give the address at the Third Annual Civil
Rights Commemorative Service. John B. Miller
Jr. (1970) of Atlanta, GA, joined Sutherland,
Asbill & Brennan as a partner. J.L. Edmondson
(1971) of Atlanta, GA, was listed in the 2008
“Who’s Who in Law & Accounting” published
by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. Henry G.
Garrard III (1971) of Athens, GA, was listed in
the 2008 edition of The Best Lawyers in America.
Hubert C. Lovein Jr. (1971) of Macon, GA,
was inducted as a fellow of the American College
of Trial Lawyers. Roy E. Barnes (1972) of
Mableton, GA, was listed in the 2008 “Who’s
Who in Law & Accounting” published by the
Atlanta Business Chronicle. Additionally, he
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